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MY Home
Phase 1: Share the goals of the lesson with the learners. Tell them that after the lesson, they will be able to recognize the names of common rooms and other words related to houses. Furthermore, they will be able to use most of the vocabulary items productively or, more precisely, to be able to describe houses and name the various rooms that houses may hold, to ask questions about houses, and to argue in favor of their own as well as against other people's opinions. 

Next, invite them to suggest real-life situations in which they may have to discuss or describe houses in a foreign language. 

Phase 2: Read out the text entitled "Our House" to the learners. Ask them to listen carefully and to pay special attention to the various types of rooms mentioned in the text. You could also invite one of the learners to do the reading. 

Our House
I live in a big yellow house near the main road. Our house has eight windows and two balconies that overlook a big garden. On the ground floor there are a kitchen, a hall, a living-room with many paintings on the walls, a dining-room where we have all our meals, a bathroom, a toilet, a computer room with lots of books in a giant bookcase that fills the whole wall, and a garage. In front of the house there are a garden, a swimming-pool, and a large, green fountain with fish. 
On the first floor there are three bedrooms, a bathroom, and a small toilet. On the second floor there is an attic which has all kinds of old furniture. Behind the house there is a vegetable garden. We have a large basement too, with a cosy sitting-room and an open fireplace. 
Phase 3: Divide the learners into pairs and ask them to list the different rooms mentioned in the text and to provide answers to the following questions:

· How many floors were mentioned in the text? 

· Which rooms were on which floors? 

· Was there something in the house or the garden that you do not normally find in an ordinary house or its garden? 

Phase 4: Ask the learners to make individual lists of all the rooms they wish they had in their dream house. Also, ask them to specify whether their dream house is new or old, a single-family house or in a block of flats, located in a city or in the countryside, etc.

Play the song "Our House" (performed by Crosby, Stills and Nash) at a low volume in the background while the learners are working.

Phase 5: Divide the learners into groups of three and give each group a copy of the house plan shown below. Ask each group to agree among themselves as to which rooms there are in the house plan, and at the same time try to include as many elements as possible from every group member's individual dream house. 

Phase 6: When the learners are finished, invite them to walk around in the classroom, discussing and comparing house plans. Ask them to make notes of the types of houses included in everybody else's individual house plans while walking around, and also of the rooms found in the house plans agreed upon within the groups.

Phase 7: Divide the learners into new groups of three and ask each group:

a. to decide among themselves which rooms were the most popular ones, and 

b. to categories the existing house types into whatever number and kind of categories that they find appropriate 

Phase 8: Play the background song "Our House" one more time (at a higher volume) and ask the learners to concentrate specifically on the 1. Next, ask them to decide what the text is all about and then share their thoughts with the learners sitting next to them. (below is given the lyrics of the song)
Phase 9: As the final phase of the lesson, ask your learners to work with a computer program entitled "Our House".. The program is downloadable free of charge from the author's]
I'll light the fire, while you place the flowers 
In the vase that you bought today. 
Staring at the fire for hours and hours, 
while I listen to you play your love songs 
All night long for me, only for me. 

Our house is a very, very, very fine house. 
With two cats in the yard, 
Life used to be so hard, 
Now everything is easy 'cause of you. 

Come to me now, and rest your head for just five minutes, 
everything is done. 
Such a cozy room, the windows are illuminated 
By the evening sunshine through them, 
Fiery gems for you, only for you. 

Our house is a very, very, very fine house. 
With two cats in the yard, 
Life used to be so hard, 
Now everything is easy 'cause of you
